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TO:       Honorable City Council Members 

 

FROM:  The Honorable Sam Newby, Council President  

 

SUBJECT:  20210716 Memorandum The Special Committee on Parks and Quality Life 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

In accordance with Council Rule 2.103 (a), as President of the Jacksonville City Council I 

hereby appoint a Special Committee on Parks and Quality of Life 

Background - In May of 2021 the City Council engaged in a Strategic Planning Session.  

During that time the Council established improving Parks and Community Centers as one of the 

top five Council Priorities.   

 

Charge – This committee was formed to address the current and future needs of parks, 

community centers, learning centers as well as quality of life matters throughout the city. This 

committee will be charged with making recommendations for the distribution and oversight of 

$100M allocated in FY ’21-’22 budget. The focus of this committee will be to ensure that 

citywide parks and community centers meet a consistent level of services to ensure a high quality 

of life for all citizens.  
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The committee is charged with providing a detailed report that will include but is not limited to 

the following matters:  

 Complete an evaluation on current levels of services for citywide parks, senior centers, 

learning facilities and community centers 

 Review and address the current backlog of maintenance needs of citywide parks, senior 

centers, learning facilities and community centers 

 Provide recommendations for improvements to citywide parks, senior centers, learning 

facilities and community centers to address infrastructure, maintenance and safety needs 

 Complete an assessment of past and current youth and senior programming to evaluate 

impacts and accessibility for all citizens.  

 Assess status of current recreational and learning facilities and provide recommendations 

for improving connectivity and providing a supportive learning environment for citizens 

of all ages  

 

Members:  

Council Member Randy White, Chair 

Council Vice President Terrance Freeman  

Council Member Kevin Carrico 

Council Member Randy DeFoor 

Council Member Joyce Morgan 

Council Member Ron Salem 

Council Member Ju’Coby Pittman 

 

Deadline:  

The Special Committee on Parks and Community Centers is tasked to report its findings and 

recommendations and any suggested legislation in regard to these topics by June 30, 2022.  

Thank you to each of the Council Members and the staff who make the commitment to serve on 

this important committee.  
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cc: Council Members/Staff 

 Cheryl L. Brown, Director/Council Secretary 

Jessica Matthews, Chief, Legislative Services Division 

Kim Taylor, Council Auditor 

Jeff Clements, Chief, Research Division 
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